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5 Nall humilitie and 
MY reverence, the inhabirirs 
{of the loyve 'Countreys 
'1] do ſheyy, proteſting that 
[| they mind ro line accor- 
ding to the reformation 
of _the' Goſpel! ,- that fi- 
Fiftie yeares paſt and more ; ſome of 
theſayde Countreys haue bin ſeuered from 
the Religion , comm&ntymhelde in the Ro- 
mane Church, for many reaſons knoyyne to 
Ithe yvhole worlde, as vvell by bookes publi- 
ſhed, as by the confelsions of many, yvhiche 
haue yeelded reaſon of their ſeparation, euen 
o the death, And albeit they haue.curiouſly 
earched all the meanes poſsible co roote 
em out, yet the more they killed and per- 
ecuted, the more the: number hathe encrea- 
ed, in {uch ſort, that even in.the time of the 
uke of Alua, vyho as he hail: ſurpaſſed the 
loudieſt Tirantes inall manner of crueltie;, 
o hathe he ſurmounted himſelfe in this be- 
ate, hauing put-ro:deathe betyyeene cigh- - 
ene and nineteene:thouſande perſons b 
he hands of the hangman, having alfo driue 
dway.an-infinite number of honeſt-people 
Act louers 


louers: of their Countrey and common 
vvealth, And yet ſichence notyvithſtanding, 


thar which hath bin practiſed by Don Loys. 


deRequeſens, ſuch.deuices haue bin ſet for- 
vwvard, as yyere forecaſt for the ouerthroyy of 
the ſaid Proteſtants, vvho contrarivviſe haue 
ſhevved:theſclues more openly than before, 
cuen in vvithdrayving themſelues, from. the 
obedience and ſubiection of the Pope; ta 
certaine yyhole prouinces:and a farre greater 
number, leauing their Countrey, and. the 
place yyhere they: vvere borne, deſiring ra- 
ther to ſuffer all extremitie,going voluntarily 
into baniſhment out of a countre y ſo muche 
loued of them thar are ftrangers, and to ſuf- 
fer ioyfully the loſle of their goodes, rather 
than yeelde themſelues ſubject to the ſayde 
Romiſh Religion. "Then of che baniſhmÞcs 
of the Duke of Alua,and other the like, there 
haue follovved great and dangerous vyatrres 
throughout the lovy Countreys, the traftike 
oreatlie.decaied, and. the handycraftes tranſ- 
ported, and. made common to {trange nati- 
ons, in vyhiche things chietlie confilted the. 
principall yyealth of the ſaid Countrey.. 

But as the intet of the councell of Spaine, 


fithence. 
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fithence this Countrey ' vyas | ioined. to. it, 
hath alyyaies bin yvhollie to make theſe pro- 
uinces ſubject to the Spanyarde, asinall pla- 
ces yyhere they haue ſet their foote, they-goe 
aboute to make the ſubiects their ſflaues and 
tributaries,and that the moſt partofthemvn- 
der the colour of reyvarde and recompence, 
haue long ſince deuouredin their heartes the 
goodes and poſleſsions of the inhabitants of 
theſe Countreys, The occaſion of perſecu- 
ting the ſayd Proteſtants, ynderttheſhadovy 
of deuotion , hathe ſeemed to them a fitte 
meane to atchieue their miſerable purpoſe to 
bring all vnder their gouernement, after they 
had ouerthrovyen one of fo great aſide, rea- 
Ping prayſe and commendation of ma- 
ny,both ofgodlineſſe and zeale to rhereligi- 
on and ſeruice of God. So youre highneſle 
and my Lordes Knoyve;hovy the-Lord Don 
lohn going no yvhitout- of the way troden 
by the Spanyards, hath gone about by poli- 
cies and ſubtilties, to make thele. Countreys 
lubiedt to this miferable eſtate of bondage, 
vvhereto- the Duke of. Alua yvas not able to 
atteyne for all his crueltie; and hoyve by the 
vvill of God, that vyhiche many, and namely - 


At), che 
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the ſaid Proteſtants haue yvelforeſeene;/hath 
bin diſcouered, and made manife{ttoeuerye 
one. Whereto at the- beginning there vyas 
made reſiſtance yvithoneaccord by all good 
countreymen, and louers of their common 
vvealth, Religion being ſetaparte, yntili that 


j theſaid Don lohnby placards, letters , vvri- 
al tings,and peopleſuborned being among vs, 
bl -namely by the lefuites and other like, hathe 4 
£1 laide ſuch foundation, as hath ſeemed ro him J 
| ftte to breede and mainteyne a. deadly diui- 


ſion, ſovyving mutuall ſuſpitions, and defian- 

ces,by reaſon of che digerſitie of Religion, a 
foundation then very fitte, vyhereon to build 
.couertly a yvhole dilagreement and diuiſion 6 
of the Countreys, for ofthe one part he dyd 1 
| 'blovye continually into-the eares.of Prelates 
; and other Eccleſiaſticall perſons, and gene- 
ally of thoſe tharmake profeſsion of the Ro- 
.miſh Church, that the ſayde Proteſtants had 
-no other intente,but vyhen they ſayy time, to ; 
rakeavyay their goodes, and to lay inyvayte [ 
for theirliues, that for their defence onely he 4 
-vvas in armes, and that he-yyouldeyyarrante f 
them from ſucheand the like daungers, into 

yyhich they yyould caſt chemſelues headl6g, 


,ynleſle 
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maloſſethey dptentprbokehispariv Adrothe- 


contrary; he ſavy well ynoughthattho ſayde- 
Pendelinncs thought asmuch;-fich that © , 
wasno-ſpeeche-touching the quiet exerciſe 
of their religion, and tharthey. purpoled no-- 
thing elſe, butas ſoone as might be;to make | 
them eftſoones4ubiectto: the fire; in ſuche 

vviſe, that of the: yictoryofthe commoneent-- 


-mie,they could nothope for any other fruce, 


ater they had-fairhfullyſpent their liues and- 
ooodes; andalt-that yyhiche God had lente . 
them forthe moſt juſt defence of the Coun- 
trey,and forthe expelling of the coniured e- 
nimie, buta- neyye beginning of miſhappes, . 
vvhich might-caule that the 74 Proteſtants 
(iudging themſelues not to be more aſſured : 
of their Countreymen,yyithvwhomein-com- 
mon they ſuſteyned the laboutes'of- the 
warre,than of the enimiejtooke partie apart, 
in good time regarding their ſurerie, fith that 
inthe end they ſavy no other remedie to ſaue 
themſelues. Andalthough ſuch yvicked pra- 
Giles have not altogither fallen out accor- 
ding as they haue bin deuiled, yyhicrought 
tobe attributed ro Gods providence, vyho 
hath'bin vyatchfullouerthis Countrey, and 


OUCT 


ouer che vigilance and circfulnefſe of owe 


.g0od ſ{uperioures., and other of oure-good 
.Countreymen, ſo.neete they hadkmoſt daun- 
gerous eftectes; For:yyhereas 'vye ſhould all 
haue binwnited to;mainteyne-ourelibertie, 
and to,preſerue our-priuiledges. again(te the 
tyrannie of ſtraungers, contrarivviſe of this 
curled ſeede. have iffued iinmany the frutes 
of coldeheartes, eſtraungings, and yyithdra- 
vving of mindes, diuers practiſes, ſecrete af- 
ſemblies, and intelligences vvich-the enimie, 
and generally ſome falling theirfaith; haue 
openly-ſtucke to him, and atthe beginnin 

making ſome ſheyve to defendethemſclues, 
haue ſuffered themſelues tobe caried avvay 
by the {ayd perſuaſions, vyhicheis the-princi- 
pall frute that Don lohn-hathe euer hoped 
co gather by his craftie 8kill and diſsimulati- 
on. And in deede, itis impoſsible, that the 
heartes and mindes coulde yyell vnite and 
drayve themlſclues rogither, as in onebody, 
yvhere the one and the other being full of 
uſpition, thinke that euery one hath him for 
his companion, vyho either is his declared e- 
nimie,or yyhich hideth a ſecret hatred yyhich 
in time and place muſt be diſcouered to the 


ſpoyle 


ws a 


ſpoyle of the goodes,and life of his felloyve; 
there isno truſt, but rather a continuall hid- 
den defiance, that engendreth a hatred, and 
imprinteth inthe heart all other ſortes of ye- 
hement palsions. And albeit that ſome ill ex- 
perienced in dealing in the State and orde- 


ring of matters , as naughtie Chirurgions, 


which ſound not the bothome of the yyoid, 
but contente themſelues to cure the ypper- 
moſt part of the diſeaſed member : So theſe 
men only aſlay outvyardly to heale the hurt, 
vvithout diſcouering the roote, to pull ayyay 
altogither that hurte yyhiche waſlteth vs by 
little and little,euen to ourytter ruine and de- 
folation . Notyvithſtanding theſe meanes 
can not cloſe yp the vyounde of our harmes, 
but rather it commeth to paſle that of the 
one ſide and the other, the leaſt faulte that is 
committed , is, that the ſeruice of the com- 
mon vvealth is flovyly and licherly done, and 
Tayly this heate of reſiſting the enimie gro- 
vyeth cold,and it is to be feared, that the eni- 
mie, yyho all this yyhile is not afleepe,but rag 
ther coritinually ſpreading among vs flames 
of ſulpicion, vvill in the ende lighten ſuche a 
fire of diuiſion, that of the one (ide and the 
E B, other, 
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other, yve ſhall be conſumed and deſtroyed 


by the ſame fire, vvhich our oyvne ſuſpitions 
and paſsions haue nouriſhed and maintey- 
ned. 

Theſe thinss haue cauſed that the Pro- 
teſtantes, hauing an vnſpeakeable griefe that 
the Religion vyhereof they make profeſsion, 
in the yyhich vvithout offending any perſon, 
they ſecke nothing but to ſerue God vvith 
cleannefle of heart, is ſo yntovyardly expoit- 


ded, and that to. their greateſt diſpleaſure, 


they ſee, that it ferueth Don Iohn for a foun- 
datio yyhereon to build his practiſes, (vyhich 
areto oppreſle the one by the other) as good 
Countreymen and Citizens they haue dili- 
gently ſought out the vyelfpring and origji- 
nall. of theſe miſchiefes, and if they vyere re- 


drefſed,it ſhouldebe eafie to come toagood:; 
vnitie, all ſuſpitions being layde apart, and- 


defiances extinguiſhed , a thing ſo greately 
deſired of good men, and ſo neceſ{arie to. 
the vyhole common yveale. "This it is; that of 
the one part they ſeein many places the Pre- 
lates, and other Ecclefiaſticall perſons,to bee 
in continuall feare, that one. daye the ſayde 
Proteſtantes yyill ſette yppon them, to the: 

Tj. no whole: 
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whole ouerthroyye of their Religion 
ſpoyle of goodes. Of the other parte, the 
ſayde Protelſtantes thinke, that they are one- 
lyereſerued to bee ledde by them rothebur- 
cherie, {:eing that after ſo many loyall ſerui- 
ces , they can not haue the libertie of their 
Religion graunted them:yyhereyppon there 
ariſerh ſome proude ſpeeche of both ſydes, 
and ouermuche libertie of the Souldyoures 
or people, vyhiche notwithſtanding , vnder 
moſt hamble -correction of youre hiphneſle 
and my Lordes, mighteſeeme to bee reme- 
died, if in dealing vvith both parts freelie, 8c 
vithoute diſsimulation, in diſcloſing amon 
themſelues the cauſes of the aniſchicE vrich 
is but roo muche encreaſed , they yyoulde 
=_ of the one parte the layde Prote- 
antes, the free exerciſe of theyr Religion, 
ſeeing that this is the onely cauſe hiche 
bringeth them in ſuſpicion, and caulerh that 
ſome doe enterpriſe matters not pleaſing e- 
uerie man . Of che other parte , that the 
ſayde Proteſtantes by meete meanes , 
ſhoulde aſſure the fayde of the Rowiſhe 
Religion , that they ſoughte nothyng 
delle , than to roote oute by force 
. B.1j. the 
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thefaid Religion,to take avvay;and poſleſſe 
their g00des, and to do any acte contrary to 
the dutie of their telloyvcountreyman. Con- 
crarivviſe, that they are readye to employe 
themſelues for the vyhole preſeruation of the 
Countrey, and of all the inhabitants thereof, 
as vel cenerally, as perticularly: And if thele 
thinos be executed, there is no doubte, but 
that all matter of diuiſion yvill ceaſe, and a 
g00d peace ſhall be yyell eſtabliſhed, the.oc- 
caſions of mutuall defiance beeyng by thys 
meane taken avwway,and the old grudges and 
hatreds altogither buried, 

Moſt humblie beſeeche youre highneſle, 
and my Lords,to conſider the 10g time that 
they haue looked, that the generall Eſtates. 
ſhould prouide for matters of Religion, But 
if for the diſcommoditie of the time, the oc- 
calion be not yet offered to aſſemble, or elſe 
by the drift of ſome, vyho fauouring priuily 
the partie of Don Iohn, do ler it, maintey- 
ning by this meane the ſaid defiances, or 0- 
thers, vyhiche hope yet after the victorie, to 
burne the ſaid Proteſtants (meanes no leſle 
daungerous the one than the other, and no 
lefle vnvyorthy of good Countreymen.) |f 


then, 
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then,for ſuche reaſons or the like,they could 
not yet yyell provide for this, it reiterh only, 
(it by your molt vile coiicell there be no 9- 
ther remedie) the one of theſe ryyvo meanes, 
to yveete, either that the faide Proteltantes, 
vvho for ſome danger could not be broughr 
to the exerciſe of the Romiſh Religion, doe 
abide alvayes vvithout Religion,or elſe thar 
in deede they take in hande the publike ex- 
erciſe of their Religion. 'T he firſte is ſo hurt- 
full to the common yvealthe, that nothing 
can be thought more, for it bringeth vvith it 
the contempt of God, deſpiſing of Religis, 
Atheiſme, vyhereof folloyyeth-the breaking 
of the layyes of God and Man. The ſecond 
may be a cauſe of a diuiſion in the contrarie, 
vwvhiche mighte turne ypſide doyyne the pre- 
fente ſtate, the one taking one parrie, the 0- 
ther another, vyhich might open a BIPPe, ro 
ouerthrovy the one by the other, folloyvin 
the entrepriſe of the dead Eſcouedo, the ye- 
rie firebrand of this Countrey. Burt it the ru- 
les, and leſſons of the auntients, and of thoſe 
vvhich haue bin reputed for their yviſedome, 
ought to take place, it is certaine, that in af- 


O 
faires of fuch yyeight,vve can not take better 


B.itj, councell, 


councell, than of oure enimie:for if this arou- 


mente of the diuerſitie of Religion be the 
beſt vycapon whiche he takethin hande ro 
beate vs,it is good for vs to ferre oure (ide in 
order, that this falling our, ſerue not him for 
a breach,to make his tirannie-enterin among 
vs. And for aſmuche as experience of-time 
paſt theyveth vs that oure ſinnes have bin ſo 


oreat, that vye coulde-notall be broughte to 


one Religion alone, it reſted (ynder moſte 


humble correction) to aduice hovy vvithour 
alcering the vnitie of the Countrey, the one 
and the other Religion mighte be maintey- 
ned yyithoute the preiudice of one and a- 
ther. 

Wierevpon the fſaide Proteſtantes moſt 
humblie beſeeche youre highneſle , and my 
Lordes, not co giue eareto thoſe, vyyhiche to 
hinder ſo good amatter, alleage firſte of all 
the pacification of Gant, ſecondly, that tyvo 
Religions can not abide rogither in one 


- Countrey, and chirdly, that thereis no afſu- 


rance, this point being agreed vpon, that the 
Eccleſialticall perſons may be mainteyned. 
For touching the fir{t,it is yvel knovven, that 
the enimie hathe plainely renounced ir, by 

open 
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open declaration ſent by Sieur de Selles, that 


he yvvould notin anie vviſe holde it, vyherein 
he ſhevveth manifeſtlie vyhereat he ſhooteth, 
and teacheth the ſaid Proteſtantes vvhereof 
they ſhoulde take heede. Wherefore yveare 
not bound to keepe oure oth yvith him, ſee- 
ing that diſſoyally he firſt brake it. And con- 
cerning that yyhich toucheth ys among oure 
ſelues, for ſo mucheas the ſaide pacitication 
vvas concluded by the aduice, and conſente 
of other prouinces , vvith my Lorde the 
Prince of Orange, and the Eſtates of Hol 
land and Zelande, it is certaine, and nature 
teacherh it, vvithoute vyronging of any, that 
there is nothing ſo naturall, but as by the 
conſent of the tyyo partes , the contracte 
hathe. bin made, paſſed, and promiſed”: ſo 
by the conſente of the one parte and the 0- 
ther, it could not bee in parte broken, qua- 
lifyed , and interpreted for. the eom- 
mon yyeale of the Countrey, and for cut- 
ting off the ſecrete yyorking of the. e- 
nimie. But the ſayde Proteftantes thinke 
not in anye yvile,to vvithltande it , nor 
doe mynde ta_be the cauſe of the breache 
thereof , ſceeyng that they , abyding * 
rne 


the tearmes of the ſaide pacification, moſt 
humblie demaunde and require, that by the 
meane of the generall eſtates, there ſhoulde ® 
prouiſion be made for the free and publike ! 
exercile of Religion. Concerning the ſecond | 
| poynte, experience hath at all times ſheyved 

| the contrary, whether yye conſider the aun- 
'x tient or nevy Emperoures, or behold the na- 
[| tios neere adioyning. For it is yyell knovyen 
[| to them yyhich are but meanely ſeene in Hi- 
ſtories,that the Emperoures being at the be- 

io vinning Paynims, haue neuerthelefſe mayn- 
Wi | ceyned ynder their Empire Chriſtians and 
wo Paynims, hauing vyhole legi6s of Chriſtias, 
F and the reſt of their armie Paynims, all mar- 
ching vnder one generall of the armie, And 


SOS 
notvvithſtanding there yyere founde in that 


| time, as at this preſent, yncircumſpect coun- 
cellers, vehiche did put ſuche opinions into 

"F their Princes heads, that the tyyo Religions 

coulde not endure togither, yppon occaſion 

yvhereof, the Emperoures fell to perſecute 
the moſt part, but incontinentlie they firſte 
ſuffered the puniſhmente for ſuche fooliſhe = 
councels, Afteryyard in the times of Chriſti- 
an Emperours, the like hath bin a verie long 
time, 
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\ſtians, the Church hath bin allovyed to ſid 
open to them, vyhich helde doctrine altogi- 
ther contrarie, vwhiche may be ſeene in the 
hiſtories of Conltantine his children Theo- 
dofius and others. As for our time, there are 
fo many examples, that if yve are to judge 
'them by the number, one may ſooner faye, 


and more certainely, that yyhoſoeuer hathe 


-goneabout to aboliſhe one of the tyyo Reli- 


gions, hath-put his ſtate in greate daunger. 
Hovyſoeuer it be, if yyelooke abour vs, the 
tvvo mightielt nations, and vvithyvhich vye 
.are enuironed , to -yyeete , Germanie, and 
Fraunce,after ſo much ſpilling of bloud, haue 
founde no meane to ſtaunch ic, but by con- 
deſcending'to the (exerciſe of the.one, and 
the other Religion. We beare yet in minde 
the greate inualions that the Emperoure 
Charles of moſt famous memorie made into 
Germanie,ofthe great likelyhoodes of good 
ſucceſſe that he hadin the beginning,hauing 
ſubdued the berter part thereof, and hauing 
in his povyer.che chiefcſt,braueſt, and-migh- 
-tieſt Princes, the iſſue notvvithſtanding was 


Juch,that after he yyas brought to greater ex- 
YIAG2HL ; G tremi- 


'- .thar did beare in common thename of Chri- 


'tremitie;chi ever ſuch 2mightie Prince vvas, 


he had no way to afſure himlelfe, butin eon- 
deſcending to the one and other Religion: 
your highnes grandfather,a/Prince of gone 
and rare judgementand councell, the Empe- 
rour Ferdinand perceiuing that he had no 0- 
ther meane to aſſure the one and the other, 
& to take away the ſuſpicions that vvere in 
Germanie, condefcended' to the Religions- 
ftiedr,and ſince that time, there hathnot bin 
one mutinie in Germanie, the Eccleſiaſticall 
perſons might enioy their gootenygnicne, 
and preheminences vvith greater aſſurance, 
thanin any other place of Chriſtendome, 8 
in many toyvnes; as at Francforr, VVormes,. 
Vime, Ausbourg,and ethers,is exerciſed the 
one & the other Religion, vvithout diuifion 
or yprore in the Churches of any of theſe 
toyynes, T he Emperour of moſt noble me- 
morie your hiohnefle father, hath not onely 
mainteined that-yyhiche hath bin ſo vvell fta- 
med by his predeceſſors; bur beſides hath a- 
loyved it in his oyvne countreys, vvell percei- 
uing thatthis yyas the onely meane to keepe 
his ſubjects in peace. In like maner,Rodolph 
your highnes brother,at this preſet enioying 
the ſacred. ſeate of his predeceſſors, hath nor 
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cany diyrbitt o Gmetothenoble 
ofha <A of Hungarie. I vvill not ſay 
vvharthe ſtate of Hungarie.hath bin ſince Si- 
gilmund. As touching .Fraunce, yveare too 
neere nepbors to be ignoric, that the ſtremes 
of bloud.yyhich ran in ſuch abundance,could 
neuer beſtayd, yncill that ſhe had hir libertie 
grited, yyhiche hath alyvays brought.vvith ic 
quietnes,as vyhEt ſhe yvas hindred;forthyvith 
the Realme hath bin-yvholly-on fire, ready to 
<oſume himſelf, & to bring himlſelte to aſhes. 
Butif likevyiſe yye can take example by the 
.comon-enimie of Chriſtendome; to yveere, 
the Turke,vvho knoyveth too yell vyhacr it is 
x0 beare rule,yve. (ce that he fuftrech alikevn- 
.der his Empire, the Chriftias. and the levys, 
being foral this in no doubt ofany.reuolting, 
yet he hath ynderhis Empire vvithout copa- 
riſon, moe Chriſtias, yvhich do not acknovy- 
lege,nor vvil acknoyylege the Pope, thi ther 
be in this Europe, whiche do acknovyledge 


him. The K.of Marroques & Fleez doth the 


like. And as for:the K.of Poland, beſides the 
diuerſitic of Chriſtian Religio that he hathin 
his coltrey,he hath alſo a great nuber of Ma- 
Homeranes,vyhich obey him, not hauing for 
this reſpe&t any .comotis in his coutrey. T he 

Ct Pope 


Pope himſclfe, whomehey. of che; Romiſh. . 
Church hold for their head, & hisexamples 
for infallible rules, ſuftereth at Rome, and in 
all places where he hath any. propertie; that 
the Ievves haue their publike Sinagoges, yea 
for a little money, he vvill ſuffer that euery 
one may haue it to himlelf. The like is ſeene 
in many Cities of the Empire. Likevviſe my- 
Lotdes, the Eſtates heere vyvith ys, haue not 
let the ſaid Ieyyes to drefle their Sinagogsin- 
ſome places of theſe Countreys, and that in: Þ 
conſideration of a ſmall profite, whichinno: 
wviſe is to be compared'to that , yyhereof. | 
there is queſtion at this preſente. And not- 7 
vvithſtanding, the ſaid Tevyes do denie lefus + by 
Chriſte, and. are: enimies of the Churche of - '' 
God,the vyhiche ſhall not be found in thou- 
ſands of Proteſtits,vyhich hope in Chriſt,as 
rhe onely.yyorker of their {aluarion, and are” 
not enimies of the Church, but rather deſire 
only the reformation: | 
As touching the thirde pointe, the ſayde 
Proteſtants can not ſo ſoone make knoyyen' 
to al the yyorld, the good defire they haue to - 
live peaceably. vviththeir tovyneſmares and 
Countreymen, bur hope in, time to-:make- 
molt certaine proofe thereof, the ſaid defian- 
ces- 


- 


the vyhich they ſhall promiſe 


rformie. -In the: meane lealor; they, mof : 
humblie beleeche youre highneſle, and my 
Lords, tooffer all {uch meanes of aſſurance, 
as you ſhall thinke meete, and they ſhall be: 
very foryard as muche as lieth in them tho- 
roughly to obey, and to frame themſelues. 
thereto, and perſuade themſeluesyvith this, 
that they ſhall promiſe: , that. they yvill 
finde ſome Princes , good friendes to this 
Coumtrey, and great Lords, yyhich yyill doe' 
them this honoure,,..to aunlyyere for. their: 
faichfulnes and ftedfaſtnes in their promiſes. 
Theſe things conſidered, the faide Prote- 
Nantes beſeeche vvith all their moſt humble 2 
and obedient heart & aftectis, that it yyould* 
pleaſe your highnefle, and youmy Lords,as 
thoſe to vyhome this common yyealt his ca- 
mitted;and for vyhich youare bound to giue | 
 accompt before God & Man, that it vyould | 
pleaſe you, in taking avvay all occaſi ons of | 
*defiances, and {uſpirions-arhong] the poore- | 
ſubjects of the lovy Coutrey;all which bend | 
their eyes yp6 you, to find the meanes vvith | 
'theliking, and-contentmet of all, to agree to 
the equall exeraſe of both Religions,.yncill 
_ _—_  O_ that 
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as | | / hat ichath pleaſed AI RIES his 
(| - mercy the multicude of our ſinnes(vv ch are 
| che.only cauſes of ſo many milchicfes)by the 
meane of a good, holy, and free.councell ge- 
nerall,or at the leaſt nationall, toend the co- 
trouerſies-thatvye ſee in this Countrey, tow- 
ching -matters of Religion, to preuente by 
your vvile councels and deliberations, fo ma- 
| ny milchiefes as you haue ſcene to light ypon 
| neybours, vwho vvithmuch adoe ci yet fetch 
i breath, to cut oft by your yviſedome the en- 
[! terpriſes of the enimie, yyho vnder the ſha- 
doyy of this yariance,vyould caſt ys headlong 
into a bottomlefle pit of confuſion, and by 
| your ripe deliberations, to giue cotentmtt to 
'F all the poore ſubiects vyhich feele the ſmart, 
i looke for the remedie at their handes, 
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vvhome-they haue choſen for their Phiſitias, 
and to be guided to the hauen by the vrhom 
| they haue choſen for their gouernoures. 


That itvyoulde pleaſe you to behold rather 


ti the examples ofour.neybours andothers, of 
1 vvhich the.one by their vyiſe foreſighte haue 
li remedied the milchiefe to come, the other _ 
\ being taughte by their calamitie, had rather 
il feeke remedie, though the diſeaſe hath bin ' 
Lf {ong.and deepe rooted, than in _—_—_ 
cir 


"heir ovvne ſafe tie, to! calt* themſelues head- 
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long into vtter deſtruction, That it vwonlde 
pleaſe you-to haue pitie & copalſsion of the; 
thathaue placed themſclues beryyeene your 
armes, 8 looke not for any cofort next after 
God, but of you, andſo dojng, ordeine, that 
by a ſacred layy of forgetfulnes,al things paſt 
ofthe one parte may be buried, yvichout that 
heereafter none-may be ſifted for anythyng 
happened by reaſon of the diuerſitie of Rehi- 
gion: and theſaid Proteſtits ſhall promiſe to 
ſuþmit theſclues to all reaſonable conditiss, 
ſuchas ic ſhall pleaſe your highneſle to offer, 
to keepe theminujolably,and to pur in ſuch | - 
aſſurance, as they are. able. And albeit the 
faid. Proteſtants ovye themſclues, their lines, 
and their goods to their Counttey,notyvith- 
ſtanding they moſt humblicbeſeech, that it | 
yvould pleaſe you to-remember,hoyye many 
yeares they haue ſuffered, for the ſeruice of 
their courrey, and ſince the vnitie of the pro- 
uinces,vyhar their faichfuluefſe 8 obedience | 
iS& hath bin : bucifany of them-hathe com- 
mitted any acte, vvhich.is not alloyved of all, | 
there isnothing yyhereto a fitte remedy may | 
not be giue, and they-arenot deadly faultes- 
as theirs are, yyhiche openly vnder pretence” | 


of | 


POT tte Blavee themiſchnes ro the entni AL 


though alſo that the ſaid Proriſtants ſhould 
receiue any.vy1ong yhiche they hope not, 
they haye derermined 'by Ggds grace, to 
Rick to that yyhich they knogPrthey ovve of 
duty ro their cotrey. Nowyghſtading 7 
crulting to your yviledome & equitie, mo 

humblie defire you to fulfill cheir requeſt, as 
forafree recompence of ſo many travels, arid 
for to encourage the. more and more to do 
vyel,ſo ſhall you do yyell,and the ſaid ſuppli- 
ants ſhallbe bounde to pray to God for the 
yvealth & aduancemet of your eſtate, the - 
niuerſal quietneſle of the'Coirey, and as til 
this preſent;they haue bin yery forvward,and 
diſpoſed to ſeruefaithfully, and by the grace 
of God, vvithoute reproche to the common 
yvealth, ſofhal they ſecdle theſelues by means 
thereof,codo better in time to cofne. 

TO THE RBADBER. 


FYE late aduertiſements are come oner, that the.xij. of 
this preſent moneth of Tuly,the Eftates aſſemble the- 
ſelues to deliberate vpon this requeſt, the ſequele wherof 


15 vncertaine,for as Zuripidesin Iphigeni« ſaith, Azgeoews 
Fl 


%Tx tf Bporoior TR Tap rap, ou(ro; 0, 5s quatoup: 
that is, Gods doings fall out otherwiſe thati men looke 
#0r;and he aueth whome he loueth. So Ay 


